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One of Arizona’s Premier Motor Sports Events Reaches ‘Playoff’ Status;  
2011 NHRA Arizona Nationals Now Part of Series’ Points Countdown 

2011 Event Now Scheduled for Oct.14-16, 2011 at Firebird International Raceway 
GILA RIVER INDIAN COMMUNITY – Aug. 20, 2010 – Already one of Arizona’s premier annual 
motor sports events, the 2011 NHRA Arizona Nationals has now been granted “play-off” status. 

Firebird International Raceway and the National Hot Rod Association (NHRA) confirmed the 2011 
NHRA Arizona Nationals is now one of six events during the 2011 season to be selected for the 
series’ points countdown.  Traditionally this event is held annually in February, but will now be 
scheduled for Oct. 14-16, 2011 at Firebird International Raceway. 

 “The prestige that accompanies being one of six events in the Countdown, NHRA’s version of the 
playoffs, is an awesome opportunity for us and for our drag race fans here in Phoenix,” said Firebird 
President and owner Charlie Allen. 

The inclusion of the 2011 Arizona Nationals into the Countdown means metropolitan Phoenix 
becomes one of only three communities nationwide – Dallas and Charlotte being the others – to host 
both NHRA Countdown and NASCAR Chase for the Sprint Cup Championship races. 

In addition, Firebird confirmed the 2011 race will debut action in NHRA’s motorcycle class, joining 
the Top Fuel, Funny Car and Pro Stock divisions. 

With the new dates for the 2011 NHRA Arizona Nationals solidified, Firebird Vice President Franki 
Buckman said the track plans to announce its entire 2011 events calendar by mid-September.  
Information on the 2011 schedule will be posted at http://www.firebirdraceway.com upon its 
confirmation. 

About Firebird International Raceway 
Since it’s inception in 1983, Firebird International Raceway has grown into one of the most versatile 
and diversified motorsport venues in the world. The track is home to four road courses, three skid 
pads, the 120-acre Firebird Lake and its famous quarter-mile drag strip.  

The Gila River Indian Community-based facility features a prominent calendar of championship-
series events including annual stops by the National Hot Rod Association Full Throttle Drag Racing 
Series, Lucas Oil Drag Racing Series as well as its popular Monster Truck Nationals. Firebird also 
hosts dozens of smaller public and private events each year, as well as professional race team 
testing, ride-and-drives for major automobile manufacturers, concerts, and corporate meetings.  To 
learn more about Firebird International Raceway, please visit www.firebirdraceway.com. 
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